Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 69 April 1976 not intended to be exhaustive treatises on each topic. Nevertheless, one of the principal values of this publication is that the reader who wishes to find an introduction to almost any aspect of medical engineering in the broadest sense will not have to search beyond this single volume; adequate references are provided in each chapter for further study in depth.
The material includes evolution of medical engineering and basic physical, chemical, mathematical and biological principles. These are applied to biomechanical, cardiovascular, respiratory, neuromuscular and skeletal systems. Engineering techniques are developed regarding medical and surgical, dental and diagnostic services. Finally materials and methods are reviewed to include electronics, metal handling, dental materials and plastics. Considerable reference data, relating to the volume as a whole, is appended.
A minor criticism of this work would be that some unevenness arises in the sense that some chapters might be expanded by comparison with others, and inevitably there is some repetition. Despite its high cost this volume makes a major contribution to education and will become the standard reference in medical engineering. P CLIFFE Metabolic Disorders of Bone by C R Paterson MA BSC DM MRCPath pp x+373 illustrated £8.25 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific 1975 This new book on the subject of disorders of calcium metabolism and bone-is refreshingly clear, concise and easy to read. It combines an account of the clinical features of these disorders with their biochemical background and, in addition, has a chapter on the physiology of bone. Without going into exhaustive detail, it provides an up-to-date review of the subject, with an excellent bibliography.
It should prove particularly useful to physicians and those studying for the Membership. The basic idea of this book is to provide an upto-date review of the pathogenesis and management of obesity. It is generally clearly written, easy to read and well documented with a comprehensive and recent list of references detailed by chapters. The subjects range from the regulation of body weight, adipose tissue metabolism and epidemiology, to the experimental psychology of obesity and use of anoretic drugs. There are two extremely good chapters on dietary treatment and behavioural approach to the problem of obesity. It highlights many of the problems of the subject, from the basic one of the lack of uniformity in defining obesity by measurement, to the unsatisfactory results obtained in its medical management. Though the systemic complications of obesity are well described, the distinction between 'relative' and 'morbid' forms is perhaps not clearly drawn. All forms of surgery are completely ignored and as the idea is to provide an expert review of some of the most important areas of contemporary study, it is unfortunate that bypass surgery is not discussed. Nevertheless, the book should be read not only by students of the subject, but by those seeking advice in a field in which they are not familiar. It is to be hoped that this book will be expanded in future editions.
J-C GAZET
The History and Traditions of the Moorfields Eye Hospital volume II by Frank W Law pp xvi +299 illustrated £4 London: HKLewis 1975 The history of Moorfields, the oldest and probably the largest eye hospital in the world, had been recorded by Treacher Collins up to World War I, and of this admirable book only three copies evidently survived. Now it is brought up to date by Frank Law, who overlapped with Collins, and in his retirement is still active in the affairs of the hospital he has served so long.
This second volume covers so much development and change, that a lesser author would soon have floundered. Law, who must have stuggled through oceans of minutes, has provided pious biographies of all the major figures of the cast; and the result is a most impressive record. This book, edited by two experienced clinicians, with eleven contributors, claims to be a guide to schizophrenia, written primarily for postgraduate doctors. It ranges over the whole field of schizophrenia: diagnosis, methods of treatment and rehabilitation, psychological assessment, and presentday community care problems.
The problems of diagnosing schizophrenia are well discussed. Chapters on the genetics and ecology of schizophrenia, and the significance of 'life events', are competently done. Pharmaco-
